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ABSTRACT

Hepatitis B vaccine has been highly effective in preventing HBV infection. However, a subset of individuals fails to develop adequate protective 
antibodies after complete vaccination series (anti-HBs ≥ 10 mIU/mL), termed as non-responders. Non-responder phenomenon is influenced by 
a complex interplay of genetic, immunological, and environmental factors. This narrative review aims to delve into the immunological aspects of 
the non-responder phenomenon, exploring the factors influencing vaccine response, the immunological mechanisms involved, and potential 
approaches to managing and overcoming non-responders. 
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ABSTRAK

Vaksin Hepatitis B sangat efektif mencegah infeksi HBV. Namun, beberapa individu yang disebut kelompok non-responden gagal mencapai titer 
antibodi yang memadai (anti-HBs ≥ 10 mIU/mL) setelah vaksinasi lengkap. Fenomena non-responden dipengaruhi oleh interaksi kompleks 
antara faktor genetik, imunologi, dan lingkungan. Tinjauan pustaka ini bertujuan untuk menelaah aspek imunologi fenomena non-responden, 
mengeksplorasi faktor-faktor yang memengaruhi respons vaksin, mekanisme imunologi yang terlibat, dan langkah untuk mengatasi fenomena 
non-responder. Adika Zhulhi Arjana, Ninda Devita. Tinjauan Imunologik Fenomena Non-responden Terhadap Vaksinasi Hepatitis B.

Kata Kunci: Vaksin hepatitis B, respons imun, non-responder.

INTRODUCTION
Hepatitis B is a significant global health issue, 
caused by hepatitis B virus (HBV), which can 
lead to chronic liver disease, liver cirrhosis, 
and hepatocellular carcinoma.1 World Health 
Organization (WHO) estimated 254 million 
people were living with chronic hepatitis B 
infection in 2022, resulting in over 1,1 million 
deaths primarily due to cirrhosis and liver 
cancer.2 Effective prevention of HBV infection 
through vaccination has been a cornerstone 
in the global effort to reduce the burden of 
this disease.3

Hepatitis B vaccine, first introduced in the early 
1980s, has been highly effective in preventing 
HBV infection. It is typically administered in a 
three-dose series, eliciting protective antibody 
levels (anti-HBs ≥10 mIU/mL) in over 90% of 
healthy individuals.4 The vaccine induces an 
immune response that generates memory B 
cells and long-lasting protection against HBV.5

Despite the high efficacy of the Hepatitis B 
vaccine, a subset of individuals fails to develop 
adequate protective antibodies after the 
complete vaccination series. These individuals 
are termed “non-responders.” The prevalence 
of non-responders varies but is generally 
estimated to be between 5% and 10% of 
vaccinated individuals.6–8 This phenomenon 
poses significant public health challenges, as 
non-responders remain susceptible to HBV 
infection despite vaccination efforts.

The non-responder phenomenon is 
influenced by a complex interplay of genetic, 
immunological, and environmental factors.6 
Understanding the underlying mechanisms 
that contribute to non-response is crucial for 
developing strategies to enhance vaccine 
efficacy and ensure broader protection 
against HBV. This narrative review aims to 
delve into the immunological aspects of 
the non-responder phenomenon, exploring 

the factors influencing vaccine response, 
the immunological mechanisms involved, 
and potential approaches to managing and 
overcoming non-responsiveness.

DISCUSSION
Mechanism of Action of the Hepatitis B 
Vaccine
The Hepatitis B vaccine is primarily composed 
of the hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg), 
which is produced using recombinant 
DNA technology. When administered 
intramuscularly, the HBsAg is recognized as 
a foreign antigen by the immune system, 
initiating a cascade of immune responses.9,10

Upon injection, the vaccine’s HBsAg is taken 
up by antigen-presenting cells (APCs), such as 
dendritic cells and macrophages, in the muscle 
tissue. These APCs process the antigen and 
migrate to the nearest lymph nodes, where 
they present the antigenic peptides to naïve 
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outcomes. This intervention has also been 
deemed highly cost-efficient, even in regions 
with moderate or low rates of syphilis 
among expectant mothers.6 According to 
WHO guidelines, the recommended first-
line treatment is penicillin G benzathine at a 
dosage of 2.4 million units.7,8

Insufficient treatment and treatment 
commenced late in pregnancy continued 
to pose risks for stillbirth, preterm birth, low 
birth weight, and neonatal congenital syphilis. 
Each week of delayed treatment is correlated 
with a 2.82-fold rise in the likelihood of 
adverse pregnancy outcomes.9 In cases of 
penicillin allergy, the recommended approach 
is penicillin desensitization, followed by 
treatment with penicillin G benzathine. As 
an alternative therapy, WHO recommends 
procaine penicillin at 1.2 million units or 
erythromycin at 500 mg four times a day.10,11 
Penicillin is the current first line of syphilis 
treatment.12 This systematic review is on the 
side effects and the incidence of congenital 
syphilis after penicillin G treatment in 
pregnant women.

Search Strategy
The process described outlines a systematic 
approach to conducting a literature review 
on the topic of Fetal Outcome in Pregnancy 
Infected Syphilis Treated with Penicillin 
G, using three electronic search engines: 
PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane. The 
search strategy involved using a combination 
of keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis.” These 
keywords were combined in different strings 
depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Search Strategy
A literature review was conducted on 
three electronic search engines: PubMed, 
Science Direct, and Cochrane. The search 
strategy involved using a combination of 
keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis”. These 
keywords were combined in different strings 

depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Study Selection
Articles were identified using “Antibiotic”, 
“Pregnancy”, “Congenital Syphilis”, “Syphilis”, 
“Treatment” as keywords on three electronic 
search engine; PubMed, Science Direct, and 
Cochrane.

The study selection process follows the criteria 
for inclusion and exclusion. The inclusion 
criteria were observational study, including 
case reports, case control studies, case series, 
and both prospective and retrospective 
cohort studies describing the type of 
antibiotic, dosage, and duration of treatment 
in pregnant women with syphilis, the time 
of diagnosis and the fetal outcome. Editorial 
articles, reviews, correspondences, and 
clinical opinions were excluded; dissertations, 
management guidelines, and in vitro studies 
were also excluded. Studies involving animal 
subjects were not considered for inclusion. 

Duplicates were removed using Zotero 
software.

Retrieved articles underwent initial screening 
based on their titles and abstracts to assess 
their relevance to the inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. The screening process was conducted 
by an investigator and supervised by a second 
investigator to ensure consistency and 
accuracy. Selected articles underwent a full-
text assessment to confirm their suitability 
for this study; the same investigators who 
conducted the initial screening also performed 
the assessment of full texts and extraction of 
outcome and independent variables.

Data Extraction
An ad hoc electronic form of a Remote 
Desktop Protocol (RDP) file was prepared to 
collect qualitative variables from selected 
articles related to antibiotic treatment for 
pregnant women with syphilis. Since the data 
were retrieved from the results sections of the 
articles and did not involve direct interaction 
with human participants, local ethical approval 
is not necessary. The following variables 
related to the study were collected: 1) The 
first author; 2) Publication date; 3) The age of 
the mother; 4) Gestational age; 5) Severity of 

Scheme. Algorithm of summarizing literature articles and selection process for reviewing of 
antibiotics therapy for pregnant women with syphilis infection.
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 Pm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 Pm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
Pm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 Pm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 Pm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 Pm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 Pm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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T cells via major histocompatibility complex 
(MHC) molecules.11 These cells process the 
antigen and present it on their surface using 
MHC class II molecules. The binding of HBsAg 
to pattern recognition receptors (PRRs) on 
the surface of APCs triggers their activation. 
This activation leads to the secretion of pro-
inflammatory cytokines, such as IL-6, IL-12, and 
TNF-α, which enhance the recruitment and 
activation of additional immune cells.12

In the lymph nodes, APCs present the HBsAg-
MHC complex to naïve CD4+ T cells (helper T 
cells) and CD8+ T cells (cytotoxic T cells). This 
interaction, along with co-stimulatory signals 
provided by the APCs, activates the T cells. 
Activated CD4+ T cells differentiate into various 
subsets, including Th1 and Th2 cells. Th1 cells 
produce cytokines like IFN-γ, which support 
cell-mediated immunity and the activation of 
cytotoxic T cells. Th2 cells produce cytokines 
like IL-4 and IL-5, which support humoral 
immunity and B cell activation. Although the 
primary role of cytotoxic T cells is in targeting 
infected cells, they also contribute to the 
overall immune response by eliminating cells 
that may transiently express HBsAg during the 
immune response.13,14

B cells with receptors specific for HBsAg bind 
the antigen and internalize it, processing 
and presenting it on MHC class II molecules 
to helper T cells. This interaction, along with 
cytokine signals from Th2 cells, leads to B cell 
activation, proliferation, and differentiation 
into plasma cells. Plasma cells secrete large 
quantities of anti-HBs antibodies, which 
bind to HBsAg, neutralizing the virus and 
preventing its entry into hepatocytes. These 
antibodies also facilitate opsonization and the 
clearance of the virus by phagocytic cells.15,16

Factors In�uencing Vaccine Response
The response to the Hepatitis B vaccine is 
influenced by a variety of factors, including 
genetic, demographic, health-related, and 
environmental elements.
1. Genetic Factors
The human leukocyte antigen (HLA) system 
plays a crucial role in the immune response 
to vaccines. Certain HLA types have been 
associated with a higher likelihood of 
non-response to the Hepatitis B vaccine. 
Individuals with HLA-DRB103 and HLA-
DRB107 alleles have been found to have a 
lower response rate.17 The HLA system affects 

antigen presentation to T cells, influencing 
the subsequent immune response. Variations 
in HLA genes can lead to differences in how 
the immune system recognizes and processes 
the HBsAg, impacting the effectiveness of the 
vaccine.18

Specific genetic polymorphisms in immune-
related genes, such as those encoding 
cytokines and their receptors, can also 
influence vaccine response. Polymorphisms 
in the IL-10 gene, which encodes an anti-
inflammatory cytokine, have been associated 
with variations in vaccine response. Genetic 
variations can affect the production and 
function of immune system components, 
altering the overall immune response to the 
vaccine.19,20

2. Demographic Factors
The age of the vaccine recipient significantly 
influences the immune response. Infants 
and young children generally have a higher 
response rate compared to older adults. As 
age increases, the likelihood of non-response 
also rises. Age-related decline in immune 
function, known as immunosenescence, 
affects the ability of older individuals to 
mount an effective immune response to the 
vaccine.21

Females tend to have a higher immune 
response to the Hepatitis B vaccine compared 
to males. This difference is thought to be 
due to hormonal and genetic factors that 
influence immune function. Estrogen and 
other sex hormones can modulate immune 
responses, potentially enhancing vaccine 
efficacy in females.8,22

Higher BMI has been associated with a 
reduced response to the Hepatitis B vaccine. 
Obesity can impair the immune system’s ability 
to respond effectively to vaccination. Adipose 
tissue produces inflammatory cytokines and 
adipokines, which can interfere with immune 
function and vaccine response.6

3. Health-Related Factors
Individuals with chronic diseases, such as 
diabetes, chronic kidney disease, and liver 
disease, often have a lower response rate to 
the Hepatitis B vaccine. Patients undergoing 
hemodialysis for chronic kidney disease have 
a significantly lower seroconversion rate 
compared to the general population.7,23

Immunocompromised individuals, including 
those with HIV/AIDS, cancer patients 
undergoing chemotherapy, and organ 
transplant recipients on immunosuppressive 
therapy, are at a higher risk of non-response. 
The compromised immune system in these 
individuals may be unable to mount a sufficient 
response to the vaccine, necessitating 
alternative vaccination strategies or additional 
doses.21,24

4. Environmental and Lifestyle Factors
Smoking has been shown to negatively affect 
the immune response to the Hepatitis B 
vaccine. Smokers often have lower antibody 
titers and a higher rate of non-response. The 
toxic compounds in cigarette smoke can 
impair immune cell function and reduce the 
overall effectiveness of the vaccine.4

Excessive alcohol consumption can also 
impair immune function and reduce vaccine 
response. Chronic alcohol use is associated 
with a higher likelihood of non-response to 
the Hepatitis B vaccine. Alcohol can suppress 
various aspects of the immune system, 
including the function of APCs, T cells, and B 
cells.25,26

Malnutrition and micronutrient deficiencies 
can also adversely affect the immune response 
to the Hepatitis B vaccine. Adequate nutrition 
is essential for maintaining a healthy immune 
system. Specific nutrients, such as vitamin A, 
vitamin D, and zinc, play important roles in 
supporting immune function and vaccine 
efficacy.27,28

Immunological Mechanisms in Non-
responders
Deficient immune signaling pathways 
significantly contribute to non-responsiveness 
to hepatitis B vaccination by disrupting the 
critical steps needed for an effective immune 
response.17 One of the key components 
involved in the initial immune response is the 
family of Toll-like receptors (TLRs), which are 
a type of pattern recognition receptor (PRR) 
expressed on various immune cells, including 
dendritic cells and macrophages. TLRs 
recognize pathogen-associated molecular 
patterns (PAMPs) present on the hepatitis B 
surface antigen (HBsAg) and play a crucial role 
in activating innate immune responses. When 
these receptors function properly, they trigger 
signaling cascades that lead to the production 
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ABSTRACT

Background: Syphilis infection during pregnancy can cause congenital syphilis. Syphilis in pregnant women is treated with penicillin to prevent 
fetal infection and congenital syphilis. A systematic literature review is conducted to determine the efficacy of penicillin G by reviewing outcome 
parameters. Methods: A systematic literature review following the preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-analysis (PRISMA) 
guidelines. Results: Through searches on PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane using keywords ‘Antibiotics’, ‘Pregnancy’, ‘Syphilis’, and ‘Treatment’, 
230 articles were found. Twenty-five articles were duplicates, 135 articles did not meet the inclusion criteria, 75 articles were literature reviews, 
and 58 articles were not related to pregnant women, resulting in 6 journals that met the inclusion criteria. Conclusion: Penicillin G benzathine is 
the most common antibiotic used to treat syphilis in pregnancy. A total of 1,190 cases (26.26%) of congenital syphilis were found among 4,531 
pregnant women infected with syphilis and receiving penicillin G benzathine therapy. The incidence of congenital syphilis was 2.4% in pregnant 
women who received therapy since the first trimester. The incidence of congenital syphilis increased 12 times if therapy was given in the second 
trimester and 33 times if given in the third trimester.

Keywords: Congenital syphilis, penicillin G, syphilis infection during pregnancy, syphilis treatment.

ABSTRAK

Latar belakang: Infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan dapat menyebabkan sifilis kongenital. Terapi penicillin bertujuan untuk mengatasi infeksi sifilis pada 
ibu hamil, agar janin tidak tertular dan tidak terjadi sifilis kongenital. Dilakukan tinjauan literatur sistematis untuk mengetahui khasiat penicillin 
G dengan meninjau parameter hasil. Metode: Tinjauan literatur sistematis mengikuti pedoman preferred reporting items for systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis (PRISMA). Hasil: Melalui pencarian data di PubMed, Science Direct, dan Cochrane menggunakan kata kunci ‘Antibiotik’ ‘Hamil’ 
‘Kehamilan’ ‘Sifilis’ dan ‘Tata laksana’, didapatkan 230 artikel. Saat seleksi, terdapat 25 artikel duplikat, 135 artikel tidak memenuhi kriteria inklusi, 
tinjauan literatur 75 artikel, populasi bukan wanita hamil 58 artikel, sehingga didapatkan 6 jurnal yang memenuhi kriteria iklusi. Simpulan: 
Penicillin G benzathine adalah antibiotik yang paling umum digunakan untuk mengobati sifilis pada kehamilan. Sebanyak 1.190 kasus (26,26%) 
sifilis kongenital ditemukan di antara 4.531 wanita hamil yang terinfeksi sifilis dan menerima terapi penicillin G benzathine. Insiden sifilis kongenital 
didapatkan 2,4% pada ibu hamil yang mendapat terapi sejak trimester pertama. Kejadian sifilis kongenital meningkat 12 kali jika terapi diberikan 
pada trimester kedua dan 33 kali jika diberikan pada trimester ketiga. Tigor Peniel Simanjuntak, Joshua Nathaniel Kuncoro. Luaran Janin pada 
Kehamilam Terinfeksi Sifilis yang Diterapi dengan Penicillin G: Tinjauan Sistematik.

Kata Kunci: Kongenital sifilis, penicillin G, infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan, tata laksana sifilis.

INTRODUCTION
Congenital syphilis occurs when an untreated 
pregnant woman passes the infection to her 
unborn child, resulting in a significant global 
burden with approximately 6 million new 
cases annually.1 In the United States, there 
was a notable 261% increase of congenital 
syphilis cases from 2013 to 2018.2 Pregnant 
women have particular risks for syphilis 
transmission, including factors such as 
young age, unprotected sexual activity with 
multiple partners, low socioeconomic and 

educational status, substance abuse, and 
a history of previous sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs).3 Syphilis is caused by 
Treponema pallidum and transmitted through 
sexual contact, creates a high risk to pregnant 
women. A not-appropriately-treated syphilis 
in pregnant woman has an up to 80% chance 
of transmitting the infection to the fetus.4 T. 
pallidum can easily pass through the placenta, 
leading to fetal infection at any stage of 
pregnancy and causing congenital syphilis. 
The effects of congenital syphilis vary based 

on gestational age, the stage of maternal 
syphilis, and the effectiveness of treatment. 
Infants infected with congenital syphilis may 
experience severe complications such as 
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus, sensorineural 
hearing loss, and musculoskeletal 
deformities.4,5

Combination of syphilis testing with timely 
penicillin treatment for Treponema pallidum-
infected pregnant women have demonstrated 
efficacy in decreasing negative pregnancy 
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 Pm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 Pm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
Pm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 Pm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 Pm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 Pm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 Pm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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of cytokines and the activation of adaptive 
immune cells.29

However, in non-responders, polymorphisms 
or mutations in the genes encoding TLRs or 
their downstream signaling molecules can 
impair this process. Variations in TLR2, TLR3, 
TLR4, and TLR9 have been studied for their roles 
in recognizing viral components and initiating 
immune responses. Deficiencies in these 
receptors or their signaling pathways can lead 
to reduced activation of nuclear factor kappa-
light-chain-enhancer of activated B cells (NF-
κB) and interferon regulatory factors (IRFs), 
which are transcription factors critical for the 
production of pro-inflammatory cytokines 
and type I interferons. These cytokines are 
essential for the maturation and activation of 
dendritic cells, which in turn present antigens 
to T cells, initiating the adaptive immune 
response.30–32

The interferon (IFN) pathway is another critical 
signaling mechanism that can be impaired 
in non-responders. Type I interferons, such as 
IFN-α and IFN-β, are produced in response to 
viral infections and play a vital role in antiviral 
defense by enhancing the presentation of 
viral antigens and the activation of T cells. 
Defects in the production or signaling of type 
I interferons can lead to insufficient activation 
of the adaptive immune response, thereby 
reducing the effectiveness of the hepatitis B 
vaccine.29,33

T-cell and B-cell dysfunctions also play a 
critical role in the failure to develop protective 
immunity in non-responders to hepatitis B 
vaccination. CD4+ helper T cells are essential 
for initiating and sustaining a robust immune 
response. These cells assist in the activation 
and differentiation of B cells into plasma cells 
that produce antibodies. In non-responders, 
several dysfunctions can impair the role of 
CD4+ T cells.33–35 Suboptimal activation of these 
T cells can occur due to insufficient interaction 
with antigen-presenting cells (APCs), such 
as dendritic cells and macrophages, which 
present the hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg) 
to T cells. This inadequate interaction can be 
caused by inefficient antigen processing or 
presentation, or due to intrinsic defects in the 
T cells themselves.33

The proliferation and differentiation of CD4+ 
T cells can also be compromised in non-

responders due to genetic polymorphisms. 
Several key molecules involved in T-cell 
receptor (TCR) signaling pathways could be 
the source of polymorphisms. Defects in these 
signaling pathways can result in reduced 
T-cell activation, proliferation, and cytokine 
production, leading to an insufficient helper 
function for B cells.11,36

Regulatory T cells (Tregs), which help 
maintain immune homeostasis and prevent 
autoimmunity, can also impact the efficacy 
of the hepatitis B vaccine. An overactive Treg 
response can suppress the activation and 
proliferation of effector T cells and B cells, 
thereby dampening the overall immune 
response. Elevated levels of Tregs or enhanced 
Treg activity in non-responders can contribute 
to the failure to generate a robust immune 
response to the vaccine.37,38

The role of cytokines and other 
immunomodulatory factors further 
underscores the complexity of the immune 
response to hepatitis B vaccination. Cytokines 
are critical signaling molecules that orchestrate 
the immune response by promoting or 
inhibiting various immune functions. An 
imbalance between pro-inflammatory 
cytokines (such as IL-2, IFN-γ) and anti-
inflammatory cytokines (such as IL-10) can 
skew the immune environment, potentially 
suppressing the necessary immune activation 
and effector functions.39,40

Finally, the formation and maintenance of 
long-lived plasma cells and memory B cells, 
which are crucial for sustained immunity, 
can be compromised in non-responders. 
Memory B cells are responsible for the rapid 
and robust production of antibodies upon 
subsequent exposures to the antigen. If 
these cells are not adequately formed or 
maintained, the individual may not develop 
long-term protective immunity despite initial 
vaccination.41,42

Strategies to Managing Non-responders
Non-responders to the Hepatitis B vaccine 
remain at risk of HBV infection and its 
associated complications, despite completing 
the vaccination series. This poses significant 
clinical and public health challenges. 
Identifying and managing non-responders 
is crucial for ensuring adequate protection 
against HBV. The following approaches are 

commonly used:
1. Post-Vaccination Testing:
Routine testing for anti-HBs antibodies 1-2 
months after completing the vaccination 
series can help identify non-responders. Those 
with anti-HBs levels below 10 mIU/mL should 
be evaluated for potential re-vaccination or 
alternative strategies.43 However this strategy 
is high cost, therefore it is not mandatory in 
Indonesia Immunization Programme. Many 
vaccine recipient was labelled as complete 
without knowing their anti-HBs level.44

2. Re-Vaccination Strategies:
Non-responders may benefit from re-
vaccination with an additional series of 
Hepatitis B vaccine doses. Studies have shown 
that administering up to three additional 
doses can result in seroconversion in many 
non-responders.45 Alternatively, using a 
different vaccine formulation, such as an 
adjuvanted vaccine or a vaccine with a higher 
antigen content, may improve the immune 
response.

3. Booster Doses:
For secondary non-responders, booster doses 
may be necessary to maintain protective 
antibody levels. Regular monitoring of anti-
HBs levels can guide the timing and need for 
booster vaccinations.46,47

4. Individualized Approaches:
Personalized vaccination strategies, 
considering individual risk factors and health 
status, can optimize vaccine efficacy. This may 
involve tailored vaccination schedules, higher 
doses, or the use of adjuvants to enhance the 
immune response.

Genetic screening for HLA types and other 
genetic markers associated with non-
response can help identify individuals who 
may benefit from alternative vaccination 
strategies. Personalized vaccination plans 
can then be developed based on genetic risk 
factors. Screening for HLA-DRB103 and HLA-
DRB107 alleles can help identify individuals 
at higher risk of non-response, allowing for 
tailored vaccine regimens.48,49

SUMMARY
The phenomenon of non-responsiveness to 
the Hepatitis B vaccine presents a significant 
challenge to global efforts aimed at controlling 
HBV infection. Despite the vaccine’s high efficacy 
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outcomes. This intervention has also been 
deemed highly cost-efficient, even in regions 
with moderate or low rates of syphilis 
among expectant mothers.6 According to 
WHO guidelines, the recommended first-
line treatment is penicillin G benzathine at a 
dosage of 2.4 million units.7,8

Insufficient treatment and treatment 
commenced late in pregnancy continued 
to pose risks for stillbirth, preterm birth, low 
birth weight, and neonatal congenital syphilis. 
Each week of delayed treatment is correlated 
with a 2.82-fold rise in the likelihood of 
adverse pregnancy outcomes.9 In cases of 
penicillin allergy, the recommended approach 
is penicillin desensitization, followed by 
treatment with penicillin G benzathine. As 
an alternative therapy, WHO recommends 
procaine penicillin at 1.2 million units or 
erythromycin at 500 mg four times a day.10,11 
Penicillin is the current first line of syphilis 
treatment.12 This systematic review is on the 
side effects and the incidence of congenital 
syphilis after penicillin G treatment in 
pregnant women.

Search Strategy
The process described outlines a systematic 
approach to conducting a literature review 
on the topic of Fetal Outcome in Pregnancy 
Infected Syphilis Treated with Penicillin 
G, using three electronic search engines: 
PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane. The 
search strategy involved using a combination 
of keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis.” These 
keywords were combined in different strings 
depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Search Strategy
A literature review was conducted on 
three electronic search engines: PubMed, 
Science Direct, and Cochrane. The search 
strategy involved using a combination of 
keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis”. These 
keywords were combined in different strings 

depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Study Selection
Articles were identified using “Antibiotic”, 
“Pregnancy”, “Congenital Syphilis”, “Syphilis”, 
“Treatment” as keywords on three electronic 
search engine; PubMed, Science Direct, and 
Cochrane.

The study selection process follows the criteria 
for inclusion and exclusion. The inclusion 
criteria were observational study, including 
case reports, case control studies, case series, 
and both prospective and retrospective 
cohort studies describing the type of 
antibiotic, dosage, and duration of treatment 
in pregnant women with syphilis, the time 
of diagnosis and the fetal outcome. Editorial 
articles, reviews, correspondences, and 
clinical opinions were excluded; dissertations, 
management guidelines, and in vitro studies 
were also excluded. Studies involving animal 
subjects were not considered for inclusion. 

Duplicates were removed using Zotero 
software.

Retrieved articles underwent initial screening 
based on their titles and abstracts to assess 
their relevance to the inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. The screening process was conducted 
by an investigator and supervised by a second 
investigator to ensure consistency and 
accuracy. Selected articles underwent a full-
text assessment to confirm their suitability 
for this study; the same investigators who 
conducted the initial screening also performed 
the assessment of full texts and extraction of 
outcome and independent variables.

Data Extraction
An ad hoc electronic form of a Remote 
Desktop Protocol (RDP) file was prepared to 
collect qualitative variables from selected 
articles related to antibiotic treatment for 
pregnant women with syphilis. Since the data 
were retrieved from the results sections of the 
articles and did not involve direct interaction 
with human participants, local ethical approval 
is not necessary. The following variables 
related to the study were collected: 1) The 
first author; 2) Publication date; 3) The age of 
the mother; 4) Gestational age; 5) Severity of 

Scheme. Algorithm of summarizing literature articles and selection process for reviewing of 
antibiotics therapy for pregnant women with syphilis infection.
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 Pm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 Pm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
Pm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 Pm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 Pm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 Pm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 Pm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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in the general population, a notable proportion 
of individuals fail to mount an adequate immune 
response, leaving them vulnerable to infection 
and its severe complications.

In addition to genetic and immunological 
factors, environmental and lifestyle influences 
can also affect vaccine responsiveness. 
Factors such as nutrition, stress levels, and 
exposure to other infections can modulate 
immune function, potentially impacting the 
effectiveness of the vaccine. Understanding 
the intricate interplay of these genetic 
predispositions, deficient immune signaling 
pathways, T-cell and B-cell dysfunctions, and 
the regulatory roles of cytokines and other 
immunomodulatory factors is essential for 

developing targeted strategies to enhance 
vaccine efficacy. Such strategies may include 
personalized vaccination approaches, the 
use of adjuvants to boost immune responses, 
and the administration of additional booster 
doses. Rigorous monitoring and follow-up of 
individuals who do not respond to the initial 
vaccination series are crucial to ensuring that 
protective immunity is achieved. By addressing 
the underlying immunological mechanisms, 
healthcare providers can improve vaccination 
outcomes and protect all individuals from 
hepatitis B infection.

Conclusion
While the challenge of non-responsiveness 
to the Hepatitis B vaccine remains, ongoing 

advancements in vaccine technology, 
personalized medicine, and public health 
strategies offer promising solutions. Continued 
research, innovation, and global collaboration 
are essential to overcoming this obstacle and 
ensuring that all individuals receive effective 
protection against Hepatitis B.
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ABSTRACT

Background: Syphilis infection during pregnancy can cause congenital syphilis. Syphilis in pregnant women is treated with penicillin to prevent 
fetal infection and congenital syphilis. A systematic literature review is conducted to determine the efficacy of penicillin G by reviewing outcome 
parameters. Methods: A systematic literature review following the preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-analysis (PRISMA) 
guidelines. Results: Through searches on PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane using keywords ‘Antibiotics’, ‘Pregnancy’, ‘Syphilis’, and ‘Treatment’, 
230 articles were found. Twenty-five articles were duplicates, 135 articles did not meet the inclusion criteria, 75 articles were literature reviews, 
and 58 articles were not related to pregnant women, resulting in 6 journals that met the inclusion criteria. Conclusion: Penicillin G benzathine is 
the most common antibiotic used to treat syphilis in pregnancy. A total of 1,190 cases (26.26%) of congenital syphilis were found among 4,531 
pregnant women infected with syphilis and receiving penicillin G benzathine therapy. The incidence of congenital syphilis was 2.4% in pregnant 
women who received therapy since the first trimester. The incidence of congenital syphilis increased 12 times if therapy was given in the second 
trimester and 33 times if given in the third trimester.

Keywords: Congenital syphilis, penicillin G, syphilis infection during pregnancy, syphilis treatment.

ABSTRAK

Latar belakang: Infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan dapat menyebabkan sifilis kongenital. Terapi penicillin bertujuan untuk mengatasi infeksi sifilis pada 
ibu hamil, agar janin tidak tertular dan tidak terjadi sifilis kongenital. Dilakukan tinjauan literatur sistematis untuk mengetahui khasiat penicillin 
G dengan meninjau parameter hasil. Metode: Tinjauan literatur sistematis mengikuti pedoman preferred reporting items for systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis (PRISMA). Hasil: Melalui pencarian data di PubMed, Science Direct, dan Cochrane menggunakan kata kunci ‘Antibiotik’ ‘Hamil’ 
‘Kehamilan’ ‘Sifilis’ dan ‘Tata laksana’, didapatkan 230 artikel. Saat seleksi, terdapat 25 artikel duplikat, 135 artikel tidak memenuhi kriteria inklusi, 
tinjauan literatur 75 artikel, populasi bukan wanita hamil 58 artikel, sehingga didapatkan 6 jurnal yang memenuhi kriteria iklusi. Simpulan: 
Penicillin G benzathine adalah antibiotik yang paling umum digunakan untuk mengobati sifilis pada kehamilan. Sebanyak 1.190 kasus (26,26%) 
sifilis kongenital ditemukan di antara 4.531 wanita hamil yang terinfeksi sifilis dan menerima terapi penicillin G benzathine. Insiden sifilis kongenital 
didapatkan 2,4% pada ibu hamil yang mendapat terapi sejak trimester pertama. Kejadian sifilis kongenital meningkat 12 kali jika terapi diberikan 
pada trimester kedua dan 33 kali jika diberikan pada trimester ketiga. Tigor Peniel Simanjuntak, Joshua Nathaniel Kuncoro. Luaran Janin pada 
Kehamilam Terinfeksi Sifilis yang Diterapi dengan Penicillin G: Tinjauan Sistematik.

Kata Kunci: Kongenital sifilis, penicillin G, infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan, tata laksana sifilis.

INTRODUCTION
Congenital syphilis occurs when an untreated 
pregnant woman passes the infection to her 
unborn child, resulting in a significant global 
burden with approximately 6 million new 
cases annually.1 In the United States, there 
was a notable 261% increase of congenital 
syphilis cases from 2013 to 2018.2 Pregnant 
women have particular risks for syphilis 
transmission, including factors such as 
young age, unprotected sexual activity with 
multiple partners, low socioeconomic and 

educational status, substance abuse, and 
a history of previous sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs).3 Syphilis is caused by 
Treponema pallidum and transmitted through 
sexual contact, creates a high risk to pregnant 
women. A not-appropriately-treated syphilis 
in pregnant woman has an up to 80% chance 
of transmitting the infection to the fetus.4 T. 
pallidum can easily pass through the placenta, 
leading to fetal infection at any stage of 
pregnancy and causing congenital syphilis. 
The effects of congenital syphilis vary based 

on gestational age, the stage of maternal 
syphilis, and the effectiveness of treatment. 
Infants infected with congenital syphilis may 
experience severe complications such as 
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus, sensorineural 
hearing loss, and musculoskeletal 
deformities.4,5

Combination of syphilis testing with timely 
penicillin treatment for Treponema pallidum-
infected pregnant women have demonstrated 
efficacy in decreasing negative pregnancy 

jnathaniel2000@gmail.com

rmin Dunia Kedokteran is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International LicensCe e.

ANALISIS

107

ANALISIS

106 CDK-313/ vol. 50 no. 2 th. 2023

 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 Pm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 Pm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
Pm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 Pm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 Pm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 Pm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 Pm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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outcomes. This intervention has also been 
deemed highly cost-efficient, even in regions 
with moderate or low rates of syphilis 
among expectant mothers.6 According to 
WHO guidelines, the recommended first-
line treatment is penicillin G benzathine at a 
dosage of 2.4 million units.7,8

Insufficient treatment and treatment 
commenced late in pregnancy continued 
to pose risks for stillbirth, preterm birth, low 
birth weight, and neonatal congenital syphilis. 
Each week of delayed treatment is correlated 
with a 2.82-fold rise in the likelihood of 
adverse pregnancy outcomes.9 In cases of 
penicillin allergy, the recommended approach 
is penicillin desensitization, followed by 
treatment with penicillin G benzathine. As 
an alternative therapy, WHO recommends 
procaine penicillin at 1.2 million units or 
erythromycin at 500 mg four times a day.10,11 
Penicillin is the current first line of syphilis 
treatment.12 This systematic review is on the 
side effects and the incidence of congenital 
syphilis after penicillin G treatment in 
pregnant women.

Search Strategy
The process described outlines a systematic 
approach to conducting a literature review 
on the topic of Fetal Outcome in Pregnancy 
Infected Syphilis Treated with Penicillin 
G, using three electronic search engines: 
PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane. The 
search strategy involved using a combination 
of keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis.” These 
keywords were combined in different strings 
depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Search Strategy
A literature review was conducted on 
three electronic search engines: PubMed, 
Science Direct, and Cochrane. The search 
strategy involved using a combination of 
keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis”. These 
keywords were combined in different strings 

depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Study Selection
Articles were identified using “Antibiotic”, 
“Pregnancy”, “Congenital Syphilis”, “Syphilis”, 
“Treatment” as keywords on three electronic 
search engine; PubMed, Science Direct, and 
Cochrane.

The study selection process follows the criteria 
for inclusion and exclusion. The inclusion 
criteria were observational study, including 
case reports, case control studies, case series, 
and both prospective and retrospective 
cohort studies describing the type of 
antibiotic, dosage, and duration of treatment 
in pregnant women with syphilis, the time 
of diagnosis and the fetal outcome. Editorial 
articles, reviews, correspondences, and 
clinical opinions were excluded; dissertations, 
management guidelines, and in vitro studies 
were also excluded. Studies involving animal 
subjects were not considered for inclusion. 

Duplicates were removed using Zotero 
software.

Retrieved articles underwent initial screening 
based on their titles and abstracts to assess 
their relevance to the inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. The screening process was conducted 
by an investigator and supervised by a second 
investigator to ensure consistency and 
accuracy. Selected articles underwent a full-
text assessment to confirm their suitability 
for this study; the same investigators who 
conducted the initial screening also performed 
the assessment of full texts and extraction of 
outcome and independent variables.

Data Extraction
An ad hoc electronic form of a Remote 
Desktop Protocol (RDP) file was prepared to 
collect qualitative variables from selected 
articles related to antibiotic treatment for 
pregnant women with syphilis. Since the data 
were retrieved from the results sections of the 
articles and did not involve direct interaction 
with human participants, local ethical approval 
is not necessary. The following variables 
related to the study were collected: 1) The 
first author; 2) Publication date; 3) The age of 
the mother; 4) Gestational age; 5) Severity of 

Scheme. Algorithm of summarizing literature articles and selection process for reviewing of 
antibiotics therapy for pregnant women with syphilis infection.
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 Pm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 Pm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
Pm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 Pm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 Pm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 Pm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 Pm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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ABSTRACT

Background: Syphilis infection during pregnancy can cause congenital syphilis. Syphilis in pregnant women is treated with penicillin to prevent 
fetal infection and congenital syphilis. A systematic literature review is conducted to determine the efficacy of penicillin G by reviewing outcome 
parameters. Methods: A systematic literature review following the preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-analysis (PRISMA) 
guidelines. Results: Through searches on PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane using keywords ‘Antibiotics’, ‘Pregnancy’, ‘Syphilis’, and ‘Treatment’, 
230 articles were found. Twenty-five articles were duplicates, 135 articles did not meet the inclusion criteria, 75 articles were literature reviews, 
and 58 articles were not related to pregnant women, resulting in 6 journals that met the inclusion criteria. Conclusion: Penicillin G benzathine is 
the most common antibiotic used to treat syphilis in pregnancy. A total of 1,190 cases (26.26%) of congenital syphilis were found among 4,531 
pregnant women infected with syphilis and receiving penicillin G benzathine therapy. The incidence of congenital syphilis was 2.4% in pregnant 
women who received therapy since the first trimester. The incidence of congenital syphilis increased 12 times if therapy was given in the second 
trimester and 33 times if given in the third trimester.
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ABSTRAK

Latar belakang: Infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan dapat menyebabkan sifilis kongenital. Terapi penicillin bertujuan untuk mengatasi infeksi sifilis pada 
ibu hamil, agar janin tidak tertular dan tidak terjadi sifilis kongenital. Dilakukan tinjauan literatur sistematis untuk mengetahui khasiat penicillin 
G dengan meninjau parameter hasil. Metode: Tinjauan literatur sistematis mengikuti pedoman preferred reporting items for systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis (PRISMA). Hasil: Melalui pencarian data di PubMed, Science Direct, dan Cochrane menggunakan kata kunci ‘Antibiotik’ ‘Hamil’ 
‘Kehamilan’ ‘Sifilis’ dan ‘Tata laksana’, didapatkan 230 artikel. Saat seleksi, terdapat 25 artikel duplikat, 135 artikel tidak memenuhi kriteria inklusi, 
tinjauan literatur 75 artikel, populasi bukan wanita hamil 58 artikel, sehingga didapatkan 6 jurnal yang memenuhi kriteria iklusi. Simpulan: 
Penicillin G benzathine adalah antibiotik yang paling umum digunakan untuk mengobati sifilis pada kehamilan. Sebanyak 1.190 kasus (26,26%) 
sifilis kongenital ditemukan di antara 4.531 wanita hamil yang terinfeksi sifilis dan menerima terapi penicillin G benzathine. Insiden sifilis kongenital 
didapatkan 2,4% pada ibu hamil yang mendapat terapi sejak trimester pertama. Kejadian sifilis kongenital meningkat 12 kali jika terapi diberikan 
pada trimester kedua dan 33 kali jika diberikan pada trimester ketiga. Tigor Peniel Simanjuntak, Joshua Nathaniel Kuncoro. Luaran Janin pada 
Kehamilam Terinfeksi Sifilis yang Diterapi dengan Penicillin G: Tinjauan Sistematik.

Kata Kunci: Kongenital sifilis, penicillin G, infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan, tata laksana sifilis.

INTRODUCTION
Congenital syphilis occurs when an untreated 
pregnant woman passes the infection to her 
unborn child, resulting in a significant global 
burden with approximately 6 million new 
cases annually.1 In the United States, there 
was a notable 261% increase of congenital 
syphilis cases from 2013 to 2018.2 Pregnant 
women have particular risks for syphilis 
transmission, including factors such as 
young age, unprotected sexual activity with 
multiple partners, low socioeconomic and 

educational status, substance abuse, and 
a history of previous sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs).3 Syphilis is caused by 
Treponema pallidum and transmitted through 
sexual contact, creates a high risk to pregnant 
women. A not-appropriately-treated syphilis 
in pregnant woman has an up to 80% chance 
of transmitting the infection to the fetus.4 T. 
pallidum can easily pass through the placenta, 
leading to fetal infection at any stage of 
pregnancy and causing congenital syphilis. 
The effects of congenital syphilis vary based 

on gestational age, the stage of maternal 
syphilis, and the effectiveness of treatment. 
Infants infected with congenital syphilis may 
experience severe complications such as 
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus, sensorineural 
hearing loss, and musculoskeletal 
deformities.4,5

Combination of syphilis testing with timely 
penicillin treatment for Treponema pallidum-
infected pregnant women have demonstrated 
efficacy in decreasing negative pregnancy 
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 Pm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 Pm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
Pm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 Pm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 Pm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 Pm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 Pm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering


