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ABSTRACT

Adequate iodine intake during pregnancy and lactation is vital for thyroid hormone synthesis which is crucial for fetal and neonatal development, 
especially with exclusive breastfeeding. This review explores the link between maternal iodine levels and breast milk iodine concentration 
(BMIC), focusing on factors influencing maternal iodine and its impact on BMIC. This review synthesizes current findings on the determinants of 
maternal iodine status, including dietary intake, supplementation, and iodine metabolism, and their impact on BMIC underscores the necessity 
for healthcare providers to monitor and guide iodine intake in pregnant and lactating women. The findings advocate for targeted public health 
interventions and the implementation of robust guidelines to ensure adequate iodine nutrition.

Keywords: Breast milk iodine concentration (BMIC), fetal and neonatal development, iodine levels.

ABSTRAK

Asupan yodium yang memadai selama kehamilan dan menyusui sangat penting untuk sintesis hormon tiroid yang krusial bagi perkembangan 
janin dan bayi, terutama pada ASI eksklusif. Tinjauan ini mengeksplorasi hubungan antara kadar yodium ibu dan konsentrasi yodium dalam 
ASI (BMIC), serta faktor-faktor yang memengaruhinya. Tinjauan ini juga mensintesis temuan terkini tentang faktor penentu status yodium 
ibu termasuk asupan makanan, suplementasi, dan metabolisme yodium, serta dampaknya terhadap BMIC, yang menggarisbawahi perlunya 
pemantauan dan panduan asupan yodium oleh penyedia layanan kesehatan untuk wanita hamil dan menyusui. Temuan ini mendukung 
intervensi kesehatan masyarakat yang terarah dan penerapan pedoman yang kuat untuk memastikan nutrisi yodium yang memadai. Ingrid 
Siahaan, Joshua Princeman Sinaga. Kadar Yodium Maternal dan Pengaruhnya terhadap Kadar Yodium ASI.

Kata Kunci: Konsentrasi yodium dalam ASI (BMIC), perkembangan janin dan bayi, kadar yodium.

INTRODUCTION
Iodine is critical for thyroid hormone 
synthesis, which is essential in fetal and 
neonatal growth and mental development. 
During pregnancy, physiological changes 
result in a roughly 50% increase in iodine 
requirements, underscoring the importance 
of adequate iodine intake for maternal health 
and fetal development.1 This increased 
demand supports the enhanced production 
and placental transfer of thyroid hormones 
necessary for fetal brain development and 
overall growth.2 Adequate maternal iodine 
intake ensures normal thyroid hormone 
levels, essential for the fetus’ neurological 
development and metabolic regulation.3 
Insufficient iodine during pregnancy can lead 
to maternal hypothyroidism and severe fetal 
developmental issues, including irreversible 
brain damage and intellectual disabilities.4 

However, excessive iodine intake can also 
disrupt maternal thyroid function, causing 
primary hypothyroidism and affecting iodide 
transfer to breast milk.3

A systematic review and meta-analysis 
revealed no significant association between 
maternal urinary iodine concentration (UIC) 
and adverse pregnancy outcomes in euthyroid 
pregnant women, indicating that UIC alone 
may not be sufficient for predicting pregnancy 
complications.5 Research has shown that 
maternal UIC fluctuates during pregnancy 
and lactation, with median levels increasing in 
the third trimester and shortly after birth but 
potentially dropping to iodine-deficient levels 
one month postpartum.6 Breast milk iodine 
concentration (BMIC) is a promising indicator 
of iodine status in lactating women, reflecting 
maternal iodine sufficiency. BMIC is also a 

valuable biomarker for assessing iodine intake 
in exclusively breastfed infants, providing a 
more sensitive and stable index for evaluating 
infant iodine nutrition compared to maternal 
UIC.7-9

This review aims to investigate the relationship 
between maternal iodine levels and breast 
milk iodine concentration and to identify 
factors influencing maternal iodine levels and 
their effects on breast milk.

MATERNAL IODINE REQUIREMENTS AND 
METABOLISM
Iodine Requirements During Pregnancy and 
Lactation
Iodine deficiency during pregnancy can result 
in severe consequences, such as miscarriage, 
prematurity, stillbirth, and long-term cognitive 
impairments in offspring, including lower 
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ABSTRACT

Background: Syphilis infection during pregnancy can cause congenital syphilis. Syphilis in pregnant women is treated with penicillin to prevent 
fetal infection and congenital syphilis. A systematic literature review is conducted to determine the efficacy of penicillin G by reviewing outcome 
parameters. Methods: A systematic literature review following the preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-analysis (PRISMA) 
guidelines. Results: Through searches on PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane using keywords ‘Antibiotics’, ‘Pregnancy’, ‘Syphilis’, and ‘Treatment’, 
230 articles were found. Twenty-five articles were duplicates, 135 articles did not meet the inclusion criteria, 75 articles were literature reviews, 
and 58 articles were not related to pregnant women, resulting in 6 journals that met the inclusion criteria. Conclusion: Penicillin G benzathine is 
the most common antibiotic used to treat syphilis in pregnancy. A total of 1,190 cases (26.26%) of congenital syphilis were found among 4,531 
pregnant women infected with syphilis and receiving penicillin G benzathine therapy. The incidence of congenital syphilis was 2.4% in pregnant 
women who received therapy since the first trimester. The incidence of congenital syphilis increased 12 times if therapy was given in the second 
trimester and 33 times if given in the third trimester.

Keywords: Congenital syphilis, penicillin G, syphilis infection during pregnancy, syphilis treatment.

ABSTRAK

Latar belakang: Infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan dapat menyebabkan sifilis kongenital. Terapi penicillin bertujuan untuk mengatasi infeksi sifilis pada 
ibu hamil, agar janin tidak tertular dan tidak terjadi sifilis kongenital. Dilakukan tinjauan literatur sistematis untuk mengetahui khasiat penicillin 
G dengan meninjau parameter hasil. Metode: Tinjauan literatur sistematis mengikuti pedoman preferred reporting items for systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis (PRISMA). Hasil: Melalui pencarian data di PubMed, Science Direct, dan Cochrane menggunakan kata kunci ‘Antibiotik’ ‘Hamil’ 
‘Kehamilan’ ‘Sifilis’ dan ‘Tata laksana’, didapatkan 230 artikel. Saat seleksi, terdapat 25 artikel duplikat, 135 artikel tidak memenuhi kriteria inklusi, 
tinjauan literatur 75 artikel, populasi bukan wanita hamil 58 artikel, sehingga didapatkan 6 jurnal yang memenuhi kriteria iklusi. Simpulan: 
Penicillin G benzathine adalah antibiotik yang paling umum digunakan untuk mengobati sifilis pada kehamilan. Sebanyak 1.190 kasus (26,26%) 
sifilis kongenital ditemukan di antara 4.531 wanita hamil yang terinfeksi sifilis dan menerima terapi penicillin G benzathine. Insiden sifilis kongenital 
didapatkan 2,4% pada ibu hamil yang mendapat terapi sejak trimester pertama. Kejadian sifilis kongenital meningkat 12 kali jika terapi diberikan 
pada trimester kedua dan 33 kali jika diberikan pada trimester ketiga. Tigor Peniel Simanjuntak, Joshua Nathaniel Kuncoro. Luaran Janin pada 
Kehamilam Terinfeksi Si�lis yang Diterapi dengan Penicillin G: Tinjauan Sistematik.

Kata Kunci: Kongenital sifilis, penicillin G, infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan, tata laksana sifilis.

INTRODUCTION
Congenital syphilis occurs when an untreated 
pregnant woman passes the infection to her 
unborn child, resulting in a significant global 
burden with approximately 6 million new 
cases annually.1 In the United States, there 
was a notable 261% increase of congenital 
syphilis cases from 2013 to 2018.2 Pregnant 
women have particular risks for syphilis 
transmission, including factors such as 
young age, unprotected sexual activity with 
multiple partners, low socioeconomic and 

educational status, substance abuse, and 
a history of previous sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs).3 Syphilis is caused by 
Treponema pallidum and transmitted through 
sexual contact, creates a high risk to pregnant 
women. A not-appropriately-treated syphilis 
in pregnant woman has an up to 80% chance 
of transmitting the infection to the fetus.4 T. 
pallidum can easily pass through the placenta, 
leading to fetal infection at any stage of 
pregnancy and causing congenital syphilis. 
The effects of congenital syphilis vary based 

on gestational age, the stage of maternal 
syphilis, and the effectiveness of treatment. 
Infants infected with congenital syphilis may 
experience severe complications such as 
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus, sensorineural 
hearing loss, and musculoskeletal 
deformities.4,5

Combination of syphilis testing with timely 
penicillin treatment for Treponema pallidum-
infected pregnant women have demonstrated 
efficacy in decreasing negative pregnancy 
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 μm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 μm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
μm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 μm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 μm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 μm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 μm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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IQ and developmental delays.4,10  WHO and 
various health authorities recommend a daily 
iodine intake of 250 µg for pregnant and 
lactating women to meet these increased 
needs.2,10 Universal salt iodization has been a 
primary strategy to combat iodine deficiency 
globally, but it may not be sufficient for 
pregnant and lactating women, who often 
require additional supplementation.2,11 The 
timing of iodine supplementation, whether 
preconception or early in pregnancy, is also 
crucial for maximizing its benefits on maternal 
thyroid function and offspring development.4 
Excessive iodine intake, however, should be 
avoided as it can adversely affect maternal 
and offspring thyroid function.11 Research 
also indicates that iodine status can fluctuate 
significantly during the perinatal period, with 
maternal urinary iodine concentration (UIC) 
peaking shortly after birth and then declining, 
suggesting the need for ongoing monitoring 
and potential supplementation during 
lactation.6

Factors Influencing Maternal Iodine Levels
Maternal iodine status during pregnancy 
is influenced by various dietary factors, as 
evidenced by multiple studies.12 A significant 
determinant is the intake of iodine-rich foods 
such as dairy products, fish, and eggs. Milk and 
dairy product intake were positively associated 
with urinary iodine-to-creatinine ratio (UI/
Creat) in pregnant women across European 
cohorts, highlighting their importance in 
maintaining adequate iodine levels.12 Fish 
and shellfish intake significantly influenced 
iodine status in some populations.12 Despite 
mandatory fortification of bread with iodized 
salt in New Zealand, lactating women who did 
not consume iodine-rich foods or supplements 
were found to be iodine-deficient, underscoring 
the need for dietary vigilance.13 The importance 
of nutritional supplements is also highlighted 
in the United States, where many pregnant 
women had iodine intakes below the 
estimated average requirement (EAR) from 
diet alone; supplementation improved their 
iodine status.14 Longitudinal studies indicate 
that iodine status can fluctuate postpartum, 
and milk and iodine-containing supplements 
are crucial for maintaining adequate levels.15 
These findings emphasize that dietary 
intake, including consumption of iodine-rich 
foods and supplements, is a critical factor in 
maternal iodine status during pregnancy and 
lactation.13,14 

Several factors, including supplementation, 
dietary intake, and regional iodine deficiency 
levels, influence maternal iodine status 
during pregnancy. Iodine is crucial for fetal 
brain development, and its deficiency can 
lead to adverse maternal and child health 
outcomes. Despite the success of salt 
iodization programs, many pregnant women 
worldwide still have insufficient iodine intake, 
a 2022 meta-analysis indicated that 53% of 
pregnant patients are affected.16 A study in 
Portugal found that iodine supplementation 
initiated in preconception or the first 
trimester significantly increased urinary iodine 
concentration (UIC) but still fell short of WHO 
recommendations, highlighting the need for 
additional public health measures.17 Similarly, 
in a European iodine-deficient region, iodine 
supplementation reduced severe iodine 
deficiency among pregnant women but 
still did not achieve the recommended 
UIC levels, suggesting that adjustments in 
dosage or timing, or universal salt iodization, 
may be necessary.18 In New Zealand, despite 
government initiatives to fortify bread with 
iodized salt and subsidize iodine supplements 
for breastfeeding women, maternal iodine 
intake and status remained suboptimal, 
particularly among those not using iodine-
containing supplements.13 While iodine 
supplementation can improve maternal 
iodine status, its effectiveness varies based 
on regional iodine deficiency levels, dietary 
habits, and adherence to supplementation 
guidelines.17

Geographical location plays a significant role, 
as evidenced by the study in Zhejiang Province, 
China, where pregnant women in coastal 
regions had lower median urinary iodine 
concentrations (UIC) compared to those in the 
inland areas, likely due to lower consumption 
of iodized salt and varying iodine content in 
drinking water.13,19 Environmental factors such 
as the iodine content in local water and food 
supplies also play a crucial role. In China, the 
iodine concentration in drinking water was 
low in coastal and inland regions, contributing 
to iodine deficiency among pregnant women 
and neonates.20 This study underscores the 
multifaceted nature of iodine deficiency, 
influenced by regional, environmental, and 
individual factors among pregnant women.20

Metabolism of Iodine in the Maternal Body
Iodine metabolism undergoes significant 

changes during pregnancy to meet the 
increased demands for thyroid hormones, 
which are crucial for maternal health and fetal 
development. The daily iodine requirement for 
pregnant women rises to 250 μg, compared to 
150 μg for nonpregnant women, to support the 
heightened production of thyroid hormones 
necessary for regulating metabolism, protein 
synthesis, and fetal neuronal maturation.2 This 
increased demand begins in the first trimester 
and continues throughout pregnancy, 
necessitating a proportional increase in 
hormone production that depends directly 
on iodine availability.21 Pregnant women 
often experience altered iodine turnover, with 
urinary iodine concentration (UIC) fluctuating 
significantly; for instance, UIC increases shortly 
after birth and then decreases within a month 
postpartum.6

Iodine metabolism also undergoes significant 
changes during the breastfeeding period, 
reflecting the body’s adaptation to meet 
the increased iodine demands for both the 
mother and the infant. Studies have shown 
that the iodine content in the urine, milk, and 
blood of lactating mothers and their offspring 
increases with higher dietary iodine intake, 
with the most substantial changes observed 
in urinary iodine, followed by milk and blood 
iodine levels.22 During lactation, the urinary 
iodine concentration (UIC) in mothers typically 
increases shortly after birth but may decrease 
to levels suggesting iodine deficiency or near 
deficiency by one month postpartum. Breast 
milk iodine concentration (BMIC) is a reliable 
indicator of maternal iodine status, with 
studies indicating that BMIC decreases from 
17.6 μg/100 gram on the fourth postpartum 
day to 13.5 μg/100 gram by the 32nd day.6

In cases of severe iodine deficiency, 
lactating mothers and their infants can 
develop hypothyroidism, characterized 
by decreased serum thyroxine (TT4) and 
increased thyrotropin (TSH) levels, along 
with histological changes in the thyroid 
gland. Conversely, due to compensatory 
mechanisms, mild iodine deficiency and 
iodine excess do not significantly affect 
thyroid function.23 Overall, while lactating 
women may experience fluctuations in iodine 
metabolism, maintaining adequate iodine 
intake is essential to ensure sufficient iodine 
levels in breast milk and support the thyroid 
health of both mother and child.20
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outcomes. This intervention has also been 
deemed highly cost-efficient, even in regions 
with moderate or low rates of syphilis 
among expectant mothers.6 According to 
WHO guidelines, the recommended first-
line treatment is penicillin G benzathine at a 
dosage of 2.4 million units.7,8

Insufficient treatment and treatment 
commenced late in pregnancy continued 
to pose risks for stillbirth, preterm birth, low 
birth weight, and neonatal congenital syphilis. 
Each week of delayed treatment is correlated 
with a 2.82-fold rise in the likelihood of 
adverse pregnancy outcomes.9 In cases of 
penicillin allergy, the recommended approach 
is penicillin desensitization, followed by 
treatment with penicillin G benzathine. As 
an alternative therapy, WHO recommends 
procaine penicillin at 1.2 million units or 
erythromycin at 500 mg four times a day.10,11 
Penicillin is the current first line of syphilis 
treatment.12 This systematic review is on the 
side effects and the incidence of congenital 
syphilis after penicillin G treatment in 
pregnant women.

Search Strategy
The process described outlines a systematic 
approach to conducting a literature review 
on the topic of Fetal Outcome in Pregnancy 
Infected Syphilis Treated with Penicillin 
G, using three electronic search engines: 
PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane. The 
search strategy involved using a combination 
of keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis.” These 
keywords were combined in different strings 
depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Search Strategy
A literature review was conducted on 
three electronic search engines: PubMed, 
Science Direct, and Cochrane. The search 
strategy involved using a combination of 
keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis”. These 
keywords were combined in different strings 

depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Study Selection
Articles were identified using “Antibiotic”, 
“Pregnancy”, “Congenital Syphilis”, “Syphilis”, 
“Treatment” as keywords on three electronic 
search engine; PubMed, Science Direct, and 
Cochrane.

The study selection process follows the criteria 
for inclusion and exclusion. The inclusion 
criteria were observational study, including 
case reports, case control studies, case series, 
and both prospective and retrospective 
cohort studies describing the type of 
antibiotic, dosage, and duration of treatment 
in pregnant women with syphilis, the time 
of diagnosis and the fetal outcome. Editorial 
articles, reviews, correspondences, and 
clinical opinions were excluded; dissertations, 
management guidelines, and in vitro studies 
were also excluded. Studies involving animal 
subjects were not considered for inclusion. 

Duplicates were removed using Zotero 
software.

Retrieved articles underwent initial screening 
based on their titles and abstracts to assess 
their relevance to the inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. The screening process was conducted 
by an investigator and supervised by a second 
investigator to ensure consistency and 
accuracy. Selected articles underwent a full-
text assessment to confirm their suitability 
for this study; the same investigators who 
conducted the initial screening also performed 
the assessment of full texts and extraction of 
outcome and independent variables.

Data Extraction
An ad hoc electronic form of a Remote 
Desktop Protocol (RDP) file was prepared to 
collect qualitative variables from selected 
articles related to antibiotic treatment for 
pregnant women with syphilis. Since the data 
were retrieved from the results sections of the 
articles and did not involve direct interaction 
with human participants, local ethical approval 
is not necessary. The following variables 
related to the study were collected: 1) The 
first author; 2) Publication date; 3) The age of 
the mother; 4) Gestational age; 5) Severity of 

Scheme. Algorithm of summarizing literature articles and selection process for reviewing of 
antibiotics therapy for pregnant women with syphilis infection.
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serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 μm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 μm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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Assessment Method for Maternal Iodine 
Level
Maternal iodine levels can be assessed using 
various methods, including urinary iodine 
concentration (UIC), serum measurements, 
surveys or questionnaires, and breast milk 
iodine concentration (BMIC). UIC is a standard 
method that reflects recent iodine intake 
and assesses iodine status in pregnant 
and lactating women. Studies have shown 
that UIC can indicate iodine sufficiency or 
deficiency, with median UIC values during 
lactation ranging from 110.0 μg/L to 125 μg/L 
in different populations.7,21 However, UIC alone 
may not always provide a complete picture, as 
it can vary significantly due to hydration status 
and other factors.25

Serum measurements, including thyroid-
stimulating hormone (TSH) levels, can also be 
used, although their correlation with iodine 
status is less direct. For example, neonatal 
TSH levels have been used to infer maternal 
iodine status, but this method requires further 
validation.21 Surveys and food frequency 
questionnaires (FFQs) are valuable for 
assessing dietary iodine intake, which is crucial 
for understanding potential iodine deficiency. 
These tools have been used to correlate 
nutritional habits, such as the consumption 
of iodized salt and dairy products, with iodine 
status.7,25,26

BMIC is emerging as a reliable biomarker for 
assessing iodine status in lactating women, 
as it directly reflects the iodine available 
to the breastfeeding infant. Studies have 
demonstrated significant correlations 
between BMIC and UIC and dietary iodine 
intake, suggesting that BMIC is a sensitive and 
stable indicator of iodine nutrition.25,26

IODINE TRANSFER FROM MATERNAL 
STORES TO BREASTMILK
Mechanisms of Iodine Transfer to Breastmilk
Transfer of iodine into breast milk is a complex 
process involving several mechanisms and 
regulatory factors. The primary transporter 
responsible for iodine uptake in the lactating 
mammary gland is the sodium/iodide 
symporter (NIS), which is also crucial for iodine 
transport in the thyroid gland. NIS expression 
in mammary alveolar cells begins mid-
pregnancy and significantly increases during 
lactation, driven by developmental signals and 
breast suckling post-delivery. The regulation 

of NIS is influenced by various hormones, 
including oxytocin, prolactin, and insulin, 
which enhance its functional expression and 
iodine secretion into milk.27

Additionally, the mammary gland contains 
another iodide transporter, pendrin, which 
is essential for iodide accumulation in milk. 
Prolactin stimulates pendrin expression, 
further facilitating iodide uptake into milk.24 
The concentration of iodine in breast milk 
positively correlates with maternal iodine 
intake, as demonstrated in studies where 
higher dietary iodine led to increased milk 
iodine levels.28 However, the mammary 
gland’s ability to compensate for iodine 
deficiency or excess is limited, as evidenced 
by altered expressions of NIS, DPAGT1, and 
VCP in response to varying iodine levels.28 In 
summary, transferring iodine into breast milk 
is a multifaceted process regulated by specific 
transporters, hormonal influences, maternal 
iodine intake, and other possible external 
factors critical in ensuring adequate iodine 
levels for the developing infant.

Variability in Iodine Concentration in 
Breastmilk
Several factors, including maternal iodine 
status, stage of lactation, time of day, and 
maternal diet or supplementation, influence 
the variability of iodine concentration in 
breast milk (BMIC). Studies have shown that 
BMIC can vary significantly among individuals 
and within the same individual over 24 hours. 
BMIC follows a “V” shaped curve throughout 
the day, with lower concentrations observed 
between 08:00 and 12:00 and higher 
concentrations from 20:00 to 04:00 (Figure).
This diurnal variation suggests that the timing 
of the breast milk sample collection is crucial 
for accurate iodine status assessment.29

Figure. Circadian rhythm of breast milk iodine 
concentration (BMIC, μg/L) over 24 h in 30 

lactating women.29

The BMIC measurement method is also 
critical, and the ammonia dilution method 
using inductively coupled plasma mass 
spectrometry (ICP-MS) has been validated 
as accurate and reliable for this purpose.30 
BMIC has been proposed as a promising 
biomarker for iodine status assessment in 
lactating women and infants, with studies 
indicating that it correlates well with urinary 
iodine concentration (UIC).7 However, there 
are discrepancies, as some studies have found 
that BMIC can be adequate even when UIC 
suggests iodine insufficiency, highlighting the 
need for multiple biomarkers to assess iodine 
status comprehensively.25

Maternal iodine intake from diet and 
supplements plays a significant role in 
determining BMIC. Women who consume 
dairy products and multivitamins tend to have 
higher BMIC, while those who do not are at 
increased risk of lower BMIC.25 Additionally, 
the type of diet followed by lactating 
mothers, such as vegan or vegetarian diets, 
can negatively impact BMIC, with vegans 
and vegetarians often having lower BMIC 
compared to omnivores.31

The stage of lactation also affects BMIC, 
studies indicated that BMIC is generally higher 
in the first week postpartum and can vary as 
lactation progresses.7 Maternal urinary iodine 
concentration (UIC) and 24-hour urinary 
iodine excretion (24-h UIE) are correlated with 
BMIC, making them valuable biomarkers for 
assessing iodine status in lactating women.9 
However, UIC alone may not be sufficient, as 
BMIC, UIC/creatinine ratio, and 24-hour UIE 
provide a more comprehensive picture.25 BMIC 
is a dynamic indicator influenced by a complex 
interplay of dietary intake, supplementation, 
timing, and individual physiological factors.

CONCLUSION
This literature review demonstrates a direct 
positive correlation between maternal 
iodine levels and iodine concentration in 
breast milk. The consequences of iodine 
deficiency in breastfeeding mothers can be 
severe, potentially leading to inadequate 
iodine transfer to the exclusive breastfeeding 
infant, which may impair cognitive and 
physical development. This review highlights 
several key findings: First, maternal iodine 
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Fetal Outcome in Pregnancy Infected Syphilis Treated 
with Penicillin G: A Systematic Review
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ABSTRACT

Background: Syphilis infection during pregnancy can cause congenital syphilis. Syphilis in pregnant women is treated with penicillin to prevent 
fetal infection and congenital syphilis. A systematic literature review is conducted to determine the efficacy of penicillin G by reviewing outcome 
parameters. Methods: A systematic literature review following the preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-analysis (PRISMA) 
guidelines. Results: Through searches on PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane using keywords ‘Antibiotics’, ‘Pregnancy’, ‘Syphilis’, and ‘Treatment’, 
230 articles were found. Twenty-five articles were duplicates, 135 articles did not meet the inclusion criteria, 75 articles were literature reviews, 
and 58 articles were not related to pregnant women, resulting in 6 journals that met the inclusion criteria. Conclusion: Penicillin G benzathine is 
the most common antibiotic used to treat syphilis in pregnancy. A total of 1,190 cases (26.26%) of congenital syphilis were found among 4,531 
pregnant women infected with syphilis and receiving penicillin G benzathine therapy. The incidence of congenital syphilis was 2.4% in pregnant 
women who received therapy since the first trimester. The incidence of congenital syphilis increased 12 times if therapy was given in the second 
trimester and 33 times if given in the third trimester.

Keywords: Congenital syphilis, penicillin G, syphilis infection during pregnancy, syphilis treatment.

ABSTRAK

Latar belakang: Infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan dapat menyebabkan sifilis kongenital. Terapi penicillin bertujuan untuk mengatasi infeksi sifilis pada 
ibu hamil, agar janin tidak tertular dan tidak terjadi sifilis kongenital. Dilakukan tinjauan literatur sistematis untuk mengetahui khasiat penicillin 
G dengan meninjau parameter hasil. Metode: Tinjauan literatur sistematis mengikuti pedoman preferred reporting items for systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis (PRISMA). Hasil: Melalui pencarian data di PubMed, Science Direct, dan Cochrane menggunakan kata kunci ‘Antibiotik’ ‘Hamil’ 
‘Kehamilan’ ‘Sifilis’ dan ‘Tata laksana’, didapatkan 230 artikel. Saat seleksi, terdapat 25 artikel duplikat, 135 artikel tidak memenuhi kriteria inklusi, 
tinjauan literatur 75 artikel, populasi bukan wanita hamil 58 artikel, sehingga didapatkan 6 jurnal yang memenuhi kriteria iklusi. Simpulan: 
Penicillin G benzathine adalah antibiotik yang paling umum digunakan untuk mengobati sifilis pada kehamilan. Sebanyak 1.190 kasus (26,26%) 
sifilis kongenital ditemukan di antara 4.531 wanita hamil yang terinfeksi sifilis dan menerima terapi penicillin G benzathine. Insiden sifilis kongenital 
didapatkan 2,4% pada ibu hamil yang mendapat terapi sejak trimester pertama. Kejadian sifilis kongenital meningkat 12 kali jika terapi diberikan 
pada trimester kedua dan 33 kali jika diberikan pada trimester ketiga. Tigor Peniel Simanjuntak, Joshua Nathaniel Kuncoro. Luaran Janin pada 
Kehamilam Terinfeksi Si�lis yang Diterapi dengan Penicillin G: Tinjauan Sistematik.

Kata Kunci: Kongenital sifilis, penicillin G, infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan, tata laksana sifilis.

INTRODUCTION
Congenital syphilis occurs when an untreated 
pregnant woman passes the infection to her 
unborn child, resulting in a significant global 
burden with approximately 6 million new 
cases annually.1 In the United States, there 
was a notable 261% increase of congenital 
syphilis cases from 2013 to 2018.2 Pregnant 
women have particular risks for syphilis 
transmission, including factors such as 
young age, unprotected sexual activity with 
multiple partners, low socioeconomic and 

educational status, substance abuse, and 
a history of previous sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs).3 Syphilis is caused by 
Treponema pallidum and transmitted through 
sexual contact, creates a high risk to pregnant 
women. A not-appropriately-treated syphilis 
in pregnant woman has an up to 80% chance 
of transmitting the infection to the fetus.4 T. 
pallidum can easily pass through the placenta, 
leading to fetal infection at any stage of 
pregnancy and causing congenital syphilis. 
The effects of congenital syphilis vary based 

on gestational age, the stage of maternal 
syphilis, and the effectiveness of treatment. 
Infants infected with congenital syphilis may 
experience severe complications such as 
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus, sensorineural 
hearing loss, and musculoskeletal 
deformities.4,5

Combination of syphilis testing with timely 
penicillin treatment for Treponema pallidum-
infected pregnant women have demonstrated 
efficacy in decreasing negative pregnancy 
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 μm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 μm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
μm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 μm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 μm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 μm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 μm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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status is influenced by dietary intake, 
supplementation, and the efficiency of iodine 
metabolism during pregnancy and lactation. 
Second, accurate assessment methods for 
maternal iodine levels and breast milk iodine 
concentration are essential for identifying 
iodine deficiencies or excesses. Third, both 
urinary iodine concentration (UIC) and breast 
milk iodine concentration (BMIC) are essential 
biomarkers for assessing iodine status in 
pregnant and lactating women.  BMIC 
offers a more stable and reliable indicator 

of infant iodine nutrition. However, BMIC 
varies depending on the time of day, stage of 
lactation, maternal diet, and supplementation, 
highlighting the importance of considering 
these factors when assessing iodine status.

Future research should focus on several key 
areas. First, developing standardized protocols 
for measuring BMIC will ensure consistency and 
accuracy across studies. Second, conducting 
long-term studies is crucial for monitoring the 
effects of maternal iodine supplementation 

on neonatal health outcomes over time. Third, 
investigating the effectiveness of different 
iodine supplementation programs in various 
regions, particularly in areas with severe iodine 
deficiency, will provide valuable insights. 
Lastly, exploring the potential adverse effects 
of excessive iodine intake on maternal thyroid 
function and neonatal health is essential for 
a comprehensive understanding of iodine's 
impact.
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outcomes. This intervention has also been 
deemed highly cost-efficient, even in regions 
with moderate or low rates of syphilis 
among expectant mothers.6 According to 
WHO guidelines, the recommended first-
line treatment is penicillin G benzathine at a 
dosage of 2.4 million units.7,8

Insufficient treatment and treatment 
commenced late in pregnancy continued 
to pose risks for stillbirth, preterm birth, low 
birth weight, and neonatal congenital syphilis. 
Each week of delayed treatment is correlated 
with a 2.82-fold rise in the likelihood of 
adverse pregnancy outcomes.9 In cases of 
penicillin allergy, the recommended approach 
is penicillin desensitization, followed by 
treatment with penicillin G benzathine. As 
an alternative therapy, WHO recommends 
procaine penicillin at 1.2 million units or 
erythromycin at 500 mg four times a day.10,11 
Penicillin is the current first line of syphilis 
treatment.12 This systematic review is on the 
side effects and the incidence of congenital 
syphilis after penicillin G treatment in 
pregnant women.

Search Strategy
The process described outlines a systematic 
approach to conducting a literature review 
on the topic of Fetal Outcome in Pregnancy 
Infected Syphilis Treated with Penicillin 
G, using three electronic search engines: 
PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane. The 
search strategy involved using a combination 
of keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis.” These 
keywords were combined in different strings 
depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Search Strategy
A literature review was conducted on 
three electronic search engines: PubMed, 
Science Direct, and Cochrane. The search 
strategy involved using a combination of 
keywords related to the topic of interest, 
including “Antibiotic”, “Treatment”, “Congenital 
Syphilis”, “Pregnancy”, and “Syphilis”. These 
keywords were combined in different strings 

depending on the specific requirements of 
each electronic database. The search was 
limited to manuscripts written in the English 
language, and articles with unavailable full-
text or irrelevant topics were omitted. This 
helps ensure that only relevant and accessible 
literature is included in the review.

Study Selection
Articles were identified using “Antibiotic”, 
“Pregnancy”, “Congenital Syphilis”, “Syphilis”, 
“Treatment” as keywords on three electronic 
search engine; PubMed, Science Direct, and 
Cochrane.

The study selection process follows the criteria 
for inclusion and exclusion. The inclusion 
criteria were observational study, including 
case reports, case control studies, case series, 
and both prospective and retrospective 
cohort studies describing the type of 
antibiotic, dosage, and duration of treatment 
in pregnant women with syphilis, the time 
of diagnosis and the fetal outcome. Editorial 
articles, reviews, correspondences, and 
clinical opinions were excluded; dissertations, 
management guidelines, and in vitro studies 
were also excluded. Studies involving animal 
subjects were not considered for inclusion. 

Duplicates were removed using Zotero 
software.

Retrieved articles underwent initial screening 
based on their titles and abstracts to assess 
their relevance to the inclusion and exclusion 
criteria. The screening process was conducted 
by an investigator and supervised by a second 
investigator to ensure consistency and 
accuracy. Selected articles underwent a full-
text assessment to confirm their suitability 
for this study; the same investigators who 
conducted the initial screening also performed 
the assessment of full texts and extraction of 
outcome and independent variables.

Data Extraction
An ad hoc electronic form of a Remote 
Desktop Protocol (RDP) file was prepared to 
collect qualitative variables from selected 
articles related to antibiotic treatment for 
pregnant women with syphilis. Since the data 
were retrieved from the results sections of the 
articles and did not involve direct interaction 
with human participants, local ethical approval 
is not necessary. The following variables 
related to the study were collected: 1) The 
first author; 2) Publication date; 3) The age of 
the mother; 4) Gestational age; 5) Severity of 

Scheme. Algorithm of summarizing literature articles and selection process for reviewing of 
antibiotics therapy for pregnant women with syphilis infection.
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 μm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 μm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
μm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 μm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 μm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 μm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 μm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering
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Fetal Outcome in Pregnancy Infected Syphilis Treated 
with Penicillin G: A Systematic Review
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ABSTRACT

Background: Syphilis infection during pregnancy can cause congenital syphilis. Syphilis in pregnant women is treated with penicillin to prevent 
fetal infection and congenital syphilis. A systematic literature review is conducted to determine the efficacy of penicillin G by reviewing outcome 
parameters. Methods: A systematic literature review following the preferred reporting items for systematic reviews and meta-analysis (PRISMA) 
guidelines. Results: Through searches on PubMed, Science Direct, and Cochrane using keywords ‘Antibiotics’, ‘Pregnancy’, ‘Syphilis’, and ‘Treatment’, 
230 articles were found. Twenty-five articles were duplicates, 135 articles did not meet the inclusion criteria, 75 articles were literature reviews, 
and 58 articles were not related to pregnant women, resulting in 6 journals that met the inclusion criteria. Conclusion: Penicillin G benzathine is 
the most common antibiotic used to treat syphilis in pregnancy. A total of 1,190 cases (26.26%) of congenital syphilis were found among 4,531 
pregnant women infected with syphilis and receiving penicillin G benzathine therapy. The incidence of congenital syphilis was 2.4% in pregnant 
women who received therapy since the first trimester. The incidence of congenital syphilis increased 12 times if therapy was given in the second 
trimester and 33 times if given in the third trimester.

Keywords: Congenital syphilis, penicillin G, syphilis infection during pregnancy, syphilis treatment.

ABSTRAK

Latar belakang: Infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan dapat menyebabkan sifilis kongenital. Terapi penicillin bertujuan untuk mengatasi infeksi sifilis pada 
ibu hamil, agar janin tidak tertular dan tidak terjadi sifilis kongenital. Dilakukan tinjauan literatur sistematis untuk mengetahui khasiat penicillin 
G dengan meninjau parameter hasil. Metode: Tinjauan literatur sistematis mengikuti pedoman preferred reporting items for systematic reviews 
and meta-analysis (PRISMA). Hasil: Melalui pencarian data di PubMed, Science Direct, dan Cochrane menggunakan kata kunci ‘Antibiotik’ ‘Hamil’ 
‘Kehamilan’ ‘Sifilis’ dan ‘Tata laksana’, didapatkan 230 artikel. Saat seleksi, terdapat 25 artikel duplikat, 135 artikel tidak memenuhi kriteria inklusi, 
tinjauan literatur 75 artikel, populasi bukan wanita hamil 58 artikel, sehingga didapatkan 6 jurnal yang memenuhi kriteria iklusi. Simpulan: 
Penicillin G benzathine adalah antibiotik yang paling umum digunakan untuk mengobati sifilis pada kehamilan. Sebanyak 1.190 kasus (26,26%) 
sifilis kongenital ditemukan di antara 4.531 wanita hamil yang terinfeksi sifilis dan menerima terapi penicillin G benzathine. Insiden sifilis kongenital 
didapatkan 2,4% pada ibu hamil yang mendapat terapi sejak trimester pertama. Kejadian sifilis kongenital meningkat 12 kali jika terapi diberikan 
pada trimester kedua dan 33 kali jika diberikan pada trimester ketiga. Tigor Peniel Simanjuntak, Joshua Nathaniel Kuncoro. Luaran Janin pada 
Kehamilam Terinfeksi Si�lis yang Diterapi dengan Penicillin G: Tinjauan Sistematik.

Kata Kunci: Kongenital sifilis, penicillin G, infeksi sifilis pada kehamilan, tata laksana sifilis.

INTRODUCTION
Congenital syphilis occurs when an untreated 
pregnant woman passes the infection to her 
unborn child, resulting in a significant global 
burden with approximately 6 million new 
cases annually.1 In the United States, there 
was a notable 261% increase of congenital 
syphilis cases from 2013 to 2018.2 Pregnant 
women have particular risks for syphilis 
transmission, including factors such as 
young age, unprotected sexual activity with 
multiple partners, low socioeconomic and 

educational status, substance abuse, and 
a history of previous sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs).3 Syphilis is caused by 
Treponema pallidum and transmitted through 
sexual contact, creates a high risk to pregnant 
women. A not-appropriately-treated syphilis 
in pregnant woman has an up to 80% chance 
of transmitting the infection to the fetus.4 T. 
pallidum can easily pass through the placenta, 
leading to fetal infection at any stage of 
pregnancy and causing congenital syphilis. 
The effects of congenital syphilis vary based 

on gestational age, the stage of maternal 
syphilis, and the effectiveness of treatment. 
Infants infected with congenital syphilis may 
experience severe complications such as 
cerebral palsy, hydrocephalus, sensorineural 
hearing loss, and musculoskeletal 
deformities.4,5

Combination of syphilis testing with timely 
penicillin treatment for Treponema pallidum-
infected pregnant women have demonstrated 
efficacy in decreasing negative pregnancy 
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 Dapat digunakan untuk memberikan 
kombinasi obat dengan dosis besar
 Fleksibel dan nyaman untuk perawatan 
darurat sebelum ke rumah sakit dan setelah 
dari rumah sakit
 Cocok untuk semua usia, termasuk anak-
anak, lanjut usia, pasien dengan ventilasi 
mekanik, dengan gangguan kognitif, atau 
tidak dapat menggunakan perangkat inhalasi 
lainnya

PRINSIP DASAR TERAPI NEBULISASI DALAM 
PERAWATAN KEDARURATAN.4

Meskipun efektif, terapi nebulisasi hanya dapat 
diberikan jika keselamatan pasien sudah 
dipastikan terlebih dahulu. Jika pasien dalam 
keadaan atau menunjukkan tanda tidak sadar 
atau koma, atau stupor dengan pernapasan 
dangkal, tidak ada denyut aorta, henti napas, 
atau pernapasannya abnormal, sianosis, 
refleks sensasi nyeri buruk atau kurang, refleks 
muntah atau refleks batuk kurang, tanda-tanda 
vitalnya harus distabilkan terlebih dahulu 
dengan tindakan life support seperti resusitasi 
kardiopulmoner, intubasi endotrakeal, dan 
ventilasi mekanis. Terapi nebulisasi dapat 
dipertimbangkan setelah tanda-tanda vital 
distabilkan; namun, jika dianggap perlu, dapat 
diberikan bersamaan dengan stabilisasi tanda-
tanda vital. Efikasi dan efek samping harus 
dievaluasi dan diobati segera selama dan setelah 
terapi nebulisasi, dan protokol terapi juga harus 
disesuaikan.

Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi efisiensi 
nebulisasi:4

 Partikel Nebulisasi yang Efektif 
Partikel nebulisasi yang efektif mengacu pada 
partikel nebulisasi dengan nilai terapeutik, yaitu 
yang dapat dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
dan paru; biasanya partikel dengan diameter 
3,0-5,0 μm. Partikel dengan diameter 5-10 μm 
terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan besar 
dan orofaring. Partikel dengan diameter 1-5 
μm terutama dideposit di saluran pernapasan 
kecil. Sekitar 40%-48% partikel dengan diameter 
kurang dari 3 μm dideposit di alveoli, dan 
partikel dengan diameter kurang dari 0,5 μm 
diekskresikan bersama dengan embusan napas.
 Volume Keluaran per Satuan Waktu dari  
Nebulizer
Keluaran volume yang lebih tinggi dikorelasikan 
dengan inhalasi dan dosis yang lebih tinggi 
serta efikasi terapi yang lebih kuat. Namun, dosis 
yang lebih tinggi dalam waktu singkat juga 
meningkatkan risiko efek samping, sehingga 

diperlukan penilaian yang komprehensif.
 Ukuran dan Bentuk Partikel Obat
Ukuran dan bentuk partikel obat juga dapat 
memengaruhi bentuk aerosol obat yang 
dihasilkan. Sebagai contoh, suspensi budesonide 
memiliki partikel berbentuk bulat kecil dengan 
diameter 2,0-3,0 μm, sedangkan suspensi 

beclomethasone propionate memiliki partikel 
mirip jarum dengan panjang sekitar 10,0 μm. 
Studi in vitro menggunakan berbagai merek 
nebulizer menunjukkan bahwa keluaran aerosol 
efektif budesonide lebih tinggi dibandingkan 
beclomethasone.

Tabel 1. Perbedaan nebulizer dengan inhaler.5,6

Karakteristik Nebulizer Inhaler (DPI dan MDI)

Ketersediaan Obat dan alat dijual terpisah Obat dan alat dijual dalam satu 
kemasan

Keakuratan penghantaran obat 
untuk penggunaan optimal

Sedang Baik

Lamanya inhalasi Lama (beberapa menit) Singkat (beberapa detik)

Kebutuhan pemeliharaan alat 
secara khusus

Setiap setelah digunakan Tidak perlu

Berat alat Bervariasi, lebih berat dibanding 
inhaler

Ringan (beberapa gram)

Dimensi alat Bervariasi, lebih besar dibanding 
inhaler

Kecil (pocket size)

Kooperasi pemakai untuk 
penggunaan yang optimal

Tidak perlu Perlu

Metode pengoperasian Memerlukan sumber energi 
eksternal

Tidak tergantung sumber energi 
eksternal

 

Gambar 2. Perangkat inhalasi. (Sumber: www.freepik.com)

Tabel 2. Jenis-jenis nebulizer dan perbandingannya.4

Nebulizer Kelebihan Kekurangan

Jet nebulizer with 
corrugated tubing

 � Murah
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Efektif untuk menghantarkan obat 
yang tidak bisa dihantarkan dengan 
DPI dan pMDI

 � Tidak efisien
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan gas terkompresi dan pipa 
tambahan

 � Bising

Ultrasonic 
nebulizer

 � Mudah digunakan
 � Lebih efisien dibanding jet nebulizer
 � Tidak bising

 � Volume residu besar
 � Tidak mampu mengubah larutan kental 
menjadi aerosol

 � Mendegradasi bahan yang sensitif 
panas

Mesh nebulizer  � Portable
 � Mudah digunakan
 � Tidak bising
 � Memiliki sumber daya sendiri
 � Mengoptimalkan ukuran partikel untuk 
obat spesifik

 � Lebih efisien dibanding nebulizer lain

 � Lebih mahal
 � Sulit dibersihkan
 � Memerlukan penyesuaian dosis obat 
jika beralih dari jet nebulizer

 � Tidak kompatibel untuk larutan kental 
atau yang mengkristal saat kering


